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Meet the Board of Directors 
 

 

Cori Nayar, a member of the symphony since its inception in December 1999, joined to fulfill 

her desire to continue to play her cello and to share her enjoyment of music with others.  

Serving in a variety of operational positions and  administrative capacities, Cori became more 

involved in the administration and operations of the organization and is currently serving as the 

President and Chairman of the Board of Directors.  Cori has worked as a project manager in the 

IT industry for the last 15 years and is currently employed at Zions Bancorporation.  She lives in 

Riverton with her husband and three daughters. 

 

 

Donna Melander became a member of the symphony in the fall of 2005, after she had moved 

here from Fremont, California.  While in California, she was a member of three orchestras, but 

when she became a grandmother and moved to Utah, her priorities changed!  Donna has served 

as the Secretary of the Board of Directors for the past 18 months.  A graduate of the University 

of Utah, Donna is employed as an American Sign Language interpreter and is the mother of 

three children and four beautiful granddaughters.  Donna is delighted to be a member of this 

wonderful orchestra.   

 

 

Carlos Cardon has been a bassoonist with the symphony for the past five years.  Handling the 

staffing of musicians for the OMS, Carlos serves as the Director of Personnel and is a Board 

Member of the Board of Directors.  In addition to the OMS, Carlos has performed locally with 

the American West Symphony, Murray Symphony, Murray Band, West Valley Symphony, Salt 

Lake Opera Theater and the Salt Lake Symphony.  He holds degrees in Electrical Engineering 

from the University of Utah and Northeastern University in Boston and just recently retired from 

L-3 Communications in Salt Lake City.  Carlos lives in Cottonwood Heights with his wife, Martha, 

and collectively, they are the parents of seven children. 

 

 

Lisa Hammond is Music Librarian and a Board Member for the OMS. She has been a cellist in 

the symphony since its inception in 1999 as the Riverton Metropolitan Orchestra.  Lisa came to 

Utah in 1989 when she transferred to Brigham Young University where she earned a Bachelor’s 

and Master’s degree in English. She teaches cello and bass for the newly formed Providence 

Hall charter school orchestra and lives in Riverton with her husband and three sons.  

 

 

 

Lora Poulson is currently serving as Concertmaster and is a Board Member of the Board of 

Directors.  Actively involved in music her whole life, she continued her music studies at BYU, 

majoring in music with an emphasis on organ.  Lora teaches piano and violin students and lives 

in Herriman with her husband, two sons, and soon to be daughter. 

 

 

 

Brad Shepherd recently joined the OMS Board of Directors as Treasurer.  He has held positions as an accounting 

manager and cost analyst and currently works for Bydex Management as the Inventory Manager.  Brad holds a BA 

Degree in Accounting from the University of Utah and recently completed an MBA at Westminster College in Salt 

Lake City.  He lives in Draper. 


